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Heron Research Group, Fukui Chapter of the Wild Bird Society of Japan *1. 2012. Distribution and species composition

of breeding colonies of herons in Fukui prefecture: Results of the 2012 census. Ciconia (Bulletin of Fukui Nature Con-
servation Center) 17:11-21 .  We conducted a survey to study the distribution of the breeding colonies of herons in Fukui
prefecture between May and June 2012. We found 47 breeding colonies at 82 survey points, including old and recently
formed breeding sites. The total number of heron nests found was 1008. The most common heron species was Ardea
cinerea, occupying 71% of all nests found. The remaining nests were occupied by Nycticorax nycticorax (15%), Bubulcus
ibis (3%), Egretta alba (6%), E. intermedia (2%), and E. garzetta (2%).
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