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A record of the Hooded Crane
in Fukui, 1994

Yoshito Ohsako'

Hooded Cranes Grus monacha breed in Russia and China, and winter in Japan, Korea, China and
Myanmar (Archibald et al. 1982, Johnsgard 1983). In Japan, about 8,000 birds winter at Izumi,
Kagoshima Pref. and Yashiro, Yamaguchi Pref.,and there are recorded several sites where cranes
visit temporarily in Kyushu, Shikoku and western Chugoku Area (Ohsako 1994). In Fukui, Hooded
Cranes are rare birds; they were recorded in 1970 and 1980 (Fukui Prefecture 1982). However, one

crane was recorded in Fukui, 1994,

One Hooded Crane was observed in Sakai Town, Sakai County, Fukui Pref. (36" 11' N, 136" 9'E)
on 12 and 13 Dec. 1994, The crane was an adult bird, having slaty-gray body with whitish feathers
and white neck (Photo 1). The crane was observed to feed rice on harvested paddyfields near

riverside of Kuzuryu River without snow.

Photo 1. An adult Hooded Crane observed on 12 Dec. 1994, in Sakai Town, Fukui. :
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Hooded Cranes are still in danger of extinction throughout their Asian range (Archibald et al.
1981, Mountfort 1988) and are designated as vulnerable species (Japan Environment Agency 1991,
IUCN 1993), which means that the cranes should be conserved. Some problems for wintering
cranes are recognized: infectious desease among cranes under crowded conditions, crop damage by
cranes and human disturbance of the cranes. The best plan for crane conservation is to establish new
wintering sites in Japan (Higuchi 1991, Ohsako 1994). Therefore, the wintering status of Hooded

Cranes should be monitored in Fukui,
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