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Fig. 1. Study area, and routes for survey and capture.
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Table 1. Dates of study of the mammalian fauna at the Heikedaira area, Ono City, Fukui.
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Table 1. Dates of study of the mammalian fauna at the Heikedaira area, OnoCity, Fukui (continued).
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Table 2. List of mammals recorded at the Heikedaira area, Ono City, Fukui.
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Mammalian fauna and conservation in the Heikedaira area of Ono City, Fukui
Yoshito Ohsako” and Manabu Mihara”

We studied mammalian fauna in the Heikedaira area, Ono City, Fukui from fiscal 1997 to 1999, and
discussed their conservation in this area. A total of 22 species (belonging to 15 families in 7 orders)
were recorded by the methods of line survey and capture over a total of 39 days from February to
November. The majority were montane mammals. We recorded Tube-nosed Bats, which the Ministry
of the Environment has registered as a vulnerable species, and Japanese Dormice, which are registered
as a near-threatened species. We also recorded Japanese Serows, which are registered by the Agency
for Cultural Affairs as a special natural monument. We also recorded Japanese Black Bears, of which
the westernmost area of distribution is located in Fukui Prefecture. We also made unconfirmed observations
of Himalayan Water Shrews, Long-eared Bats, Small Japanese Flying Squirrels, Japanese Giant Flying
Squirrels, House Mice, Ermines, Badgers, and Masked Palm Civets. The diversity of mammalian fauna
is high in the Heikedaira area as shown by 2 species of mammal not previously recorded and 10
species of rare mammal recorded in the Okuetsu District, in particular 3 species of Chiroptera mammals.
Therefore, a research center is needed in the Heikedaira area for conservation and studies of the
mammal species.
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