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Frequency of appearance of Takata (tb) type black-spotted pond frog, Rana nigromaculata, in
Fukui prefecture

Kazunori KAWAUCHI"™, Yutaka FUJI**, Hisashi KIMOTO®, lwao HASEGAWA"®®

We studied the Takata (th) genetic variant of the black-spotted pond frog (Rana nigromaculata) in Fukui
prefecture. Among 296 frogs collected, 48 (16%) were of the Takata type, with a characteristic checked mid-dorsal
stripe. Many of these had a checked ventral pattern as well, although in Kanazu, Mikuni, and the Awara area, a
large number of norma R. nigromaculata also had a ventral pattern. These ventral black spots become weak or
disappear with time. The folds of the Takata type are larger than those of normal R. nigromaculata and smaller
than those of R. porosa brevipoda. Of the Takata type frogs with a checked ventral pattern, 29 (76%) had black
spots. The ratio of hind-foot length to snout-vent length of the Takata type is 1.58 + 0.10 (mean = SD), which
is not different from that of R nigromaculata (1.60 + 0.06) but clearly differs from that of R. porosa brevipoda
(151 £ 0.04).
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