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Avifauna in the estuary area of the Kuzuryugawa River: banding results in 1999-2000

Manabu MIHARA'

The avifauna in the estuary area of the Kuzuryugawa River was studied by mist-net capturing over 28 days from
1999 to 2001. A total of 432 birds belonging to 16 species in 8 families and 2 orders were banded. Concurrent
visual observations provided records for 54 bird species belonging to 25 families and 10 orders. In total, 61 bird
species belonging to 26 families and 11 orders were recorded in this area. These records contain some bird species
of special status: 8 species are designated as endangered by the Japanese Ministry of the Environment, 12 as
endangered by Fukui prefecture, 2 as national endangered species of wild fauna and flora by the Japanese Ministry
of the Environment, and 2 as natura monuments by the Japanese Agency for Cultural Affairs.

The most often-captured bird species was the reed bunting, Emberiza schoeniclus. Among the 315 reed buntings
captured, the number of cases of recovery (Rc), return (Rt), and repeat (Rp) was 11, 2, and 6, respectively. Based
on these recapture records, it appears that reed buntings fly to the estuary area of the Kuzuryugawa River via
Niigata prefecture in their autumn passage, downward in mid-November, and they stay in this area as winter
visitors.

1. Tenjincho 7-17, Ono-shi, Fukui 912-0084, Japan. E-mail: mihara@mitene.or.jp

— 17—



