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The distribution of Microcarpaea minima and other endangered hygrophyte in paddy
fields in the middle of the Minami River basin, Fukui prefecture, central Japan

Akiko HIRAYAMA®, Masao UESAKA?

Hygrophyte distribution was studied in paddy fields in the middle of the Minami River basin in Fukui prefecture
in 2003 and 2004. A total of 11 rare hygrophyte species were found, and 57 new locations in Fukui prefecture
were recorded. Among these 11 species, the threatened species Microcarpaea minima was recorded for the first
time in Fukui prefecture. In addition, the survey recorded Deinostema adenocaulum, Salvinia natans, and Eusteralis
stellata, which also are classified as threatened species by the Japanese Ministry of the Environment. Further
investigation is necessary to clarify the distribution area of M. minima and the environmenta factors that favor
hygrophytes in paddy fields in the Minami River basin.
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