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We investigated the seasonal changes in the foraging habitats of herons and egrets in the western part of Echizen City, Fukui Prefecture.
The most common herons and egrets were Ardea cinerea (33.9%), followed by Bubulcus ibis (24.1%), A. alba (17.5%), Egretta garzetta
(5.0%), and Nycticorax nycticorax (4.3%). The population size of herons and egrets declined more in the non-farming season than in the
farming season. In the farming season, all six species were observed, whereas only A. cinerea and A. alba were observed in the non-

farming season. The paddy field was frequently used as a foraging habitat in the farming season, but less frequently in the non-farming

season. Herons and egrets less commonly used the river throughout the year.

Key words: Ardea cinerea, Ardea alba, Bubulcus ibis, Egretta intermedia, foraging, habitat, paddy field
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