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The inhabitation of the Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentiles in relation to vegetation
structure in a dry riverbed

Kunimitsu Yanagimachi®

The observation frequency of the Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentiles in relation to the vegetation
structure of habitats was studied in a 100-ha study area in the dry bed of the Asuwa River, Fukui
City, during 2 winter seasons from November 1998 to March 2000. The Northern Goshawk frequently
used plots with high vegetation cover and a plot that was sandwiched between other plots with high
vegetation cover. The frequency of observation was positively correlated with the ratio of the area of
high- and middle-layer tree cover to the total area. The Northern Goshawk was rarely observed within
areas of 100- or 200-m radius from bridges. Thus, it is suggested that human activities also affect the
areas they inhabit. Appropriate vegetation management in these dry riverbeds is needed, not only for
river management but also for the conservation of the Northern Goshawk.
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