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Fig. 1. Annual change in the number of captured Japanese Black Bears.
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Fig. 2. Annual change in the proportions of hunted and pest-cotrolled Japanese
Black Bears in Fukui to those in all Japan (except Fukui).
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Annual change in the number of captured Japanese Black Bears in Fukui
Yoshito Ohsako

Annual number of captured Japanese Black Bears in Fukui were compared to
that in all Japan from fiscal 1946 to fiscal 1992. The mean number was 113+ 52
(SD) mammals in Fukui, which corresponded to 7.3+ 2.5(SD)% of that in all
Japan, thatis 1,607+ 697 mammals. The mean annual number of hunted
bears in Fukui was 73+ 35(SD) mammals, which corresponded to 9.1+ 3.5(SD)%
of that in all Japan, that 1is 778+ 254(SD)mammals. The mean annual
number of pest-controlled bears in Fukui was 40+ 30(SD) mammals, which
corresponded to 6.0+ 4.4(SD)% of that in allJapan, that is 829+ 489(SD)
mammals. The number of captured bears increased sig-nificantly from fiscal 1968

both in Fukui and all Japan. However, the number, especially of hunted bears,

has decreased from fiscal 1978 in Fukui. The proportion of hunted bears in
Fukui to all Japan (except Fukui) was constant year by year, while that of
pest-controlled bears decreased from around fiscal 1968. The high proportion of
captured bears to all Japan and the recent decrement in number of hunted bears
suggest that the bear population density has decreased in Fukui.
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