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Fig. 1. Location of municipalities and mean altitude(m) of two-kilometer meshes
in Fukui.
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Fig. 2. Frequency distribution of two-kilometer meshes in vegetation type in
Fukui. White column: altitude of 700 meters and more; grey column: altitude

below 700 meters.
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Fig. 3. Frequency distribution of two-kilometer meshes where Japanese Black

Bears were observed, in mean altitude in Fukui. White column: no
information; grey column: observed.



Castanopsis, Quercus Saseto kurilensae-Fagus crenatae
Zelkova serrata
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Fig. 4. Frequency distribution of two-kilometer meshes where Japanese Black
Bears were observed, in vegetation type below an altitude of 700 meters.
White column: no information; grey column: observed.
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Fig. 5. Estimated distribution area of Japanese Black Bears in Fukui. Black
mesh: inhabited; grey mesh: habitable.
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Habitat and distribution of Japanese Black Bears in Fukui
-The result of the 1990-1996 survey-

Yoshito Ohsako and Masamitsu Tada

Habitat conditions were analysed and distribution area was estimated in Japanese
Black Bears in Fukui on the results of radiotelemetory tracking, hearing survey
and field sign survey conducted from 1990 to 1996. Out of 1,179 two-kilometer

meshes, information of bear was collected in a total of 249 meshes(21.1%), of
which the mean altitude was between Om and 1,300m, mainly below 700m.The
number of meshes where bears were observed was less at an altitude of 0-50m,
and more at 150-200m, 200-250m and 250-300m significantly than the expected
values. The main vegetation types of the habitat were Cryptomeria japonica
plantation, Quercus serrata community, Pinus densiflora community, Paddy-field,
Castanea crenata-Quercus mongolica var. grosseserrata community and Fagus
crenata-Quercus mongolica var. grosseserrata community. Of them, the number
of meshes of Cryptomeria japonica plantation was more and the ones of Paddy-
field was less than the expected values at an altitude below 700m. It was
estimated that bears were distributed in the areas of 2,109.78km of 594 meshes
in Reihoku district and 692.60km of 195 meshes in Reinan district.
1. Fukui Nature Conservation Center. Minamirokuroshi 169-11-2, Ono-shi,
Fukui 912-01






